
Research ing Course Qual i ty

Learning Outcomes
The information and links in this resource
will build your understanding of:

Factors to consider when evaluating the
quality of a course.

Resources that you can access to evaluate
the quality of a course.
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Choosing a post Year 12 course is an important
decision. Researching course quality can give you
confidence in making course decisions. This article
explains some resources that you can access to
estimate the quality of courses of interest to you.

These resources will help you answer questions
such as:

Have the course and course provider been
quality assured and accredited?

What do recent graduates think of the course?

What are the outcomes of recent graduates?

How do I pay course fees?

Accreditation
Higher Education Courses

The Tertiary Education Quality and Standards
Agency (TEQSA) protects the reputation of higher
education in Australia through rigorous quality
assurance processes.

All institutions that offer higher education
qualifications in or from Australia, must be
accredited and registered by TEQSA. Most
universities have authority to selfaccredit their
courses against quality standards established by

TEQSA. Other higher education providers that
are not universities, such as private colleges,
must also have their courses accredited and
registered by TEQSA.

You can search the TEQSA national register:
https://www.teqsa.gov.au/nationalregister. You
can be assured that a course meets TEQSA
quality standards if:

If the university you are applying to is on
the national register.

The nonuniversity higher education
provider and its courses are on the TEQSA
national register.

If a course you are thinking of leads to a
profession, it is important that the course is
recognised by the relevant professional
association. For example, a Bachelor Social of
Social Work should be accredited by the
Australian Association of Social Workers.
Professional recognition information is usually
available on the course information page of the
university or higher education institution
website. Many professional association websites
list approved courses or provide links to
approved courses.

Vocational Education and Training Courses

The Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA)
has a similar function to TEQSA, but for the
vocational education and training sector. ASQA
protects the reputation of vocational education
and training in Australia by applying rigorous
quality standards to the registration of training
providers and vocational education and training
courses. Vocational education and training
providers that are registered are referred to as a
Registered Training Organisation (RTO). ASQA
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